
 

FUNDING YOUR CASE 
 
We are committed to being open and flexible about the costs involved in our 
legal representation and advice. We offer an initial consultation for a fixed 
fee of £275. At this meeting one of our senior solicitors will listen to your 
situation, offer advice and explain your options.  This arrangement may not 
be suitable in all cases, but we will confirm this when you make your first 
appointment.  

The amount of information in the first meeting can be overwhelming so we 
will send you a letter of advice afterwards, which clearly sets out everything 
we have discussed.  After the initial consultation you can choose the level of 
further support you require, based on your specific needs and budget.  

 
First Meeting 
This information applies whether you are looking for a one off meeting for 
specific advice or to instruct us to act for you fully in relation to your family 
matter. 

We find that we can offer you the best service by meeting with you face to 
face. During this meeting we can: 

• Ask you to explain your situation and concerns 
• Understand your issues and what you want to achieve 
• Offer you our advice and go through your options 
• Consider costs and the implications of the decisions you make 
• Discuss the next steps 

 

We will then follow up this meeting with a letter of advice so that you have a 
clear record of your discussions and options.  

 

We recognise that many people prefer to try and resolve their differences and 
discuss settlement terms direct with their partner and we are happy to 
support that. Our first meeting can operate as a stand-alone service in which 
we advise on specific aspects of your case or possible outcomes, giving you 



 

our view of the terms you have proposed or agreed. If you decide to ask us to 
draft documents to reflect your agreement, we will charge separately for that 
but may be able to offer fixed or capped fees depending on the facts of your 
case. 

 
Practicalities 
We find it helpful if you can then email us with some basic details (usually a 
page is sufficient) about your situation so that we can be fully prepared for 
our meeting. 
 

We will ask you to bring ID to your meeting to ensure we comply with current 
money laundering regulations.  

We need: 

• Your passport or photocard driving licence; and 
• A recent bank statement or utility bill (within the last 3 months) 

 

We will ask you to pay for your first meeting (£240 in total) on the day. If you 
don’t want or need further input after that, that will be an end to the matter. 
If you do want to take things further, you can choose from one of the options 
below and we will discuss ongoing funding in accordance with your particular 
requirements. 

 
Standard Retainer – Ongoing Fees 
If we take on your case for you, we charge on an hourly basis. The rates you 
pay will depend on the experience and the seniority of the solicitor you 
choose and will apply to all the time we spend working for you including 
further face to face meetings, drafting and considering documents, phone 
calls, emails and other correspondence. 
 

Once we have a clear idea of your circumstances and the course of action you 
want to take, we can give you a realistic estimate of your likely costs both for 
the entirety of your case and for each step of the way. We can in some 
circumstances agree fixed or capped fees for specific items of work. 



 

In common with almost all firms, we will ask for money on account towards 
your costs before we start to work on your case. 

 
‘Select’ Service – Pay As You Go 
If you are worried about escalating legal bills or need expert advice but not 
someone to run your case for you, our Select service could be for you. 

This scheme enables you to select the level of involvement we have in your 
case. This will usually consist of face-to-face meetings as and when you want 
them: you simply “pay and go” each time you see us. We don’t generally get 
involved with phone calls, letters and emails so you don’t need to worry about 
a bill running up as your case proceeds. We can operate this system using 
phone calls, emails and Skype for those clients who live abroad or have 
difficulty getting to the office. 

Meetings are usually an hour long and each hour has a fixed cost which will 
range from ££270 to £288 depending on the complexity of your case and the 
seniority of the lawyer required. Our solicitors are all highly experienced so 
you can be sure of high quality, realistic advice and true value for money. 

It is up to you how you choose to use your time with us. We can advise on 
options and procedures, develop strategy, consider settlement proposals, help 
draft letters or check forms. 

Some people who use our Select service find that they end up wanting us to 
take a more active role in their affairs. The arrangements can always be 
reviewed if you want us to represent you formally in court or in relation to 
your negotiations. 

We reserve the right to decline to offer this service if we think it would be 
inappropriate for your situation. 

 
Loans 
We are able to help you access litigation loans offered by specialist providers 
specifically designed to cover the cost of court proceedings in family matters. 

 
 
 



 

Alternative Funding 
In some cases, particularly those using the collaborative practice, we can 
negotiate with your spouse or partner for them to pay for or contribute 
towards your fees. In court proceedings, we can in some circumstances apply 
for a court order requiring your spouse to help you with your fees under what 
is known as a Legal Services Order. 

 
Public Funding (Legal Aid) 
We do not offer public funding except in relation to child-care cases. 

If you think you may qualify for public funding, you can check your eligibility 
using the calculator on the Legal Aid Agency’s website. We can put you in 
touch with solicitors who do offer a legal aid service. 

 
To make an appointment please contact our Family Law team on 01225 
485700 or email hello@mowbraywoodwards.co.uk  
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