
 

POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
 
What is a General Power of Attorney? 
You can use a General Power of Attorney to appoint someone to act on your behalf 
and look after your property and financial affairs for as long as you have mental 
capacity. It is ideally suited for situations where you need to give certain rights to 
another person or persons for a limited time; for example, if you are going away on 
holiday or moving out of the country for a few years. If you become mentally 
incapacitated, the Power of Attorney will immediately be cancelled. 
 
Do I need a Lasting Power of Attorney? 
Unlike General Powers of Attorney a Lasting Power of Attorney is suitable for long-
term protection. By preparing a Lasting Power of Attorney you can appoint someone 
you trust to manage your affairs on your behalf, but importantly your attorney can 
continue making decisions on your behalf even if you lose mental capacity in the 
future. You might think that this is only relevant as you get older, but sadly, an 
accident or illness can strike any of us without warning. 
 
There are two different types of Lasting Power of Attorney: 
 
Financial Decisions  
This deals only with decisions relating to your property and financial affairs and could 
include operating a bank account, making investment decisions, signing tax returns 
and buying and selling property. 
 
Health and Care Decisions 
This deals with decisions relating to your health and personal matters, and can only 
be used if and when you lose the ability to make these decisions yourself. This may 
include decisions about where you should live and who you should live with, 
arrangements for medical, dental or optical treatment and your day to day care. 
Most importantly, you can also give your attorneys the right to give or refuse consent 
to life sustaining treatment on your behalf. 
 
 
For more information or to book an appointment please contact us on 01225 
485700 or email hello@mowbraywoodwards.co.uk 
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