
 

Social Services & Care Proceedings  
 
There are several different ways that social services can be involved with your 
child/children when they have concerns about their wellbeing .This may be the first 
time social services are involved with your child/children or you may already be 
working with a social worker and your child/children may be subject to a Child In 
Need Plan or Child Protection Plan.  Regardless, it can be a very difficult and 
distressing time for all involved.  
 
Pre-Proceedings Letter 
If social services concerns are very serious then they may give you a letter before 
proceedings inviting you to a meeting with the social worker.  
 
This means that they are thinking about applying to the court for an Order in relation 
to your child/children. 
 
It is important that you take a solicitor with you to this meeting who will be able to 
advise you on your situation.  
 
At the meeting, it will be decided what steps need to be taken to avoid social services 
going to court.  
 
If you are a biological parent of the child/children and/or have parental responsibility 
for them, you will be able to obtain legal aid for legal advice and representation at 
the pre-proceedings meeting.  
 
Court Proceedings 
If after the pre-proceedings process social services still have very serious concerns, 
they are likely to make an application to the Court for an Order in relation to the 
child/children. 
 
In urgent situations, social services may make an application to the court straight 
away.  
 
 



 

It is important that you instruct a solicitor to represent you in these court 
proceedings who will be able to advise you on the types of Orders the court can 
make, such as Emergency Protection Orders, Care Orders, Supervision Orders and 
Placement Orders.  
 
The court may not make a decision straight away about what is best for your 
child/children and they may only make an ‘interim’ Order until the end of the 
proceedings. This gives social services the chance to carry out any assessments of the 
parents and/or family members. It may also be necessary to instruct a 
psychologist/psychiatrist/medical expert/independent social worker to carry out a 
specific type of assessment. 
 
You will get the chance to tell the court what you would like to happen to your 
child/children and your solicitor will be able to help you do this.   
 
Care proceedings should be completed within 26 weeks and therefore any final 
Orders generally are made in this time.  
 
Funding 
If you are the biological parent of the child/children and have parental responsibility 
for them, in most cases you will automatically be able to obtain legal aid to represent 
you in any care proceedings.  
 
 
If you have received a pre-proceedings letter or a court application please call our 
Family Team on 01225 485700 and ask to speak to Harriet Woodman or Daniela 
Nickols.  
 


